STAND. COM. REP. NO. 2073

Honolulu, Hawaili
FEB 05 20%
RE: S.B. No. 2841

Honorable Donna Mercado Kim
President of the Senate
Twenty-Seventh State Legislature
Regular Session of 2014

State of Hawaii

Madam:

Your Committee on Human Services, to which was referred S.B.
No. 2841 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
INTERIM ASSISTANCE REIMBURSEMENT SPECIAL FUND,"

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose and intent of this measure is to establish the
interim assistance reimbursement special fund into which interim
assistance reimbursements received from the Social Security
Administration will be deposited for repayment of state-funded
financial assistance programs so that the Department of Human
Services can expend the interim assistance reimbursement funds for
state-funded financial assistance programs.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Human Services.

Your Committee finds that, as a result of the length of time
it takes for a determination of Supplemental Security Income to be
made, the Department of Human Services does not receive interim
assistance reimbursements from the Social Security Administration
for state-funded benefits paid to social security income
applicants during the same fiscal year in which the benefits are
paid. As a result, each year a significant amount of the interim
assistance reimbursements received by the Department lapse into
the general fund, and the Department is unable to use the funds
for its state-funded financial assistance programs, which have
been underfunded for many years. When the state-funded assistance
programs are underfunded, monthly benefits to families already
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living far below poverty levels are reduced, families are
threatened with homelessness, and the Department is forced to
request emergency appropriations. This measure allows the state-
funded financial assistance programs to remain more adequately
funded with money that otherwise lapses into the general fund due
to the timing of the Department's receipt of interim assistance
reimbursements from the prior fiscal year. The reimbursements
will be deposited into the interim assistance reimbursement
special fund and used by the Department for its state-funded
financial assistance programs.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Human Services that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B.

No. 2841 and recommends that it pass Second Reading and be
referred to the Committee on Ways and Means.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Human Services,

rarmw Ctun Qaikiand

SUZANNE CHUN OAKLAND, Chair
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The Senate
Twenty-Seventh Legislature
State of Hawai‘i

Record of Votes
Committee on Human Services

HMS
Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral: Date:
5B b4 | HMS, WAM 39(i4
D The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.
if so, then the previous decision was to:
The Recgmmendation is:
Bé:s, unamended D Pass, with amendments |:| Hold D Recommit
2312 2311 2310 2313
Members Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused
CHUN OAKLAND, Suzanne (C) A
GREEN, Josh (VC) v
KIDANI, Michelle N. [
TANIGUCHI, Brian T. v~
SLOM, Sam -
TOTAL K¢ o o ‘e
Recommendation:
Adopted D Not Adopted
Chair’s or Designee’s Signatureg Z ¢\
Distribution: Original Yellow Pink Goldenrod
File with Commitiee Report Clerk's Office Drafting Agency Committee File Copy

*Only one measure per Record of Votes
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